Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Sep 7, 2011

Nebuchadnezzar’s Tree dream (Daniel 4:1-18)

Nebuchadnezzar is a picture of humanity, worldly success and  pride. 

V.1- Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all people - In 3:29 he issued a decree and expressed a conviction, here he gives a personal testimony. But we will see whether his testimony is genuine or not

V.2 - Signs and wonders - He recognizes and acknowledges that God’s rule, God’s kingdom is above his.

V.3 -  His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom - Nebuchadnezzar openly acknowledges that God’s kingdom is an everlasting. He admires God’s doings. 

The King’s Tree Dream

V.5- The first one took place in the second year of his reign in 602 B.C in Daniel chapter 2.  This dream takes place about 32 years later in 570 B.C. 

V.6-7 – He brought all the wise me and told the dream before them - Unlike the dream of chapter 2, the king remembers this time what he has dreamt.  Why they couldn’t interpret?
.

V.8-9 . But Finally Daniel - Unable to be helped by his own magicians, he had to consult someone who worshiped Jehovah. Spirit of the holy gods - Daniel 2:47; 4: 18; 5:11,14- The word in Aramaic for god and God used in Daniel is, hhla 'elahh.  Nebuchadnezzar identifies Daniel in both his names. Why?
He was still a polytheist though he had acknowledged Yaweh’s sovereignty. However, Daniel’s God never became his god.

V.10 -12 - A tree - There are a number of things about this tree. A tree can represent a number of this. A tree can represent a man (Ps 1:3; Jer 17:8; Is 56:3). Tree can present a nation (Eze 31:3-14; Mat 24:32-33). Here the tree is a picture of Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom and accomplishments. 

V.13- I saw in the visions - Now the king continues on with the second part of the dream.

A watcher and an holy one - The word watcher used here refers to an angel in the original language. They are always on the watch to execute God’s will (Ps 103:20-21; Rev 4:8) (Eze 1:17,18; Zec 1;10;4:10. Discussion : "What does the Bible say about angels?"
V.14- He cried aloud - The peaceful and prosperous picture of the tree suddenly changes the holy angel asks fellow angels to  help cut it down. (Rev 14: 15,18). 
V.15- Leave the stump... . The hope is that it will grow again (Is 11:1; Job 14: 7-11)

V.16-18-Let his mind be changed - The stumps heart was to be changed from a man’s to a beasts. 

Seven times….  Seven times most likely refers to seven years.. Da4:23,25,31 7:25 11:13 12:7 Rev 12:14)

Rev. Paul Royappa

Sep 7’11- IMC- BS-13

www.imcblr.org

