Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Sep 28, 2011
Belshazzar’s drunken feast (Dan 5:1-6)

In the first four chapters, we have read about King Nebuchadnezzar. Now, King Belshazzar appears, 
V.1 Who is Belshazzar? What does his name mean? 

Nebuchadnezzar had died in 562 B.C., leaving his son Evil-Merodach to take over the kingdom 562-560 B.C. 
In verse 13 and 18, Nebuchadnezzar is referred to as Belshazzar’s father. Nebuchadnezzar was Belshazzar’s grandfather. It was customary to call any parental figure by father.

Bel is another name for Marduk, one of the Babylonian gods.
Vs.2-4 - Drank wine before the thousand -  Now under the influence of alcohol he does an audacious thing which his grandfather would not have done.

What a picture of our world today; judgment is about to fall, yet people are making merry and worship their false gods

It was the spirit of Babylon – live for pleasure, live for today. 
Using the sacred vessels taken from Solomon’s temple with great disrespect and idolatry in the worship of the gods of gold.
The main point in these verses is drinking wine. Wine and drunkenness have always been associated with Babylon and the Babylonian system of this world (Jer 51:7; Rev 14:8; 17:1-5; 18:3, 13)
Question for Discussion: "What does the Bible say about drinking alcohol / wine? Is it a sin for a Christian to drink alcohol? (Leviticus 10:9; Numbers 6:3; Deuteronomy29:6; Judges13:4, 7, 14; Proverbs20:1; 31:4; Isaiah5:11, 22; 24:9; 28:7; 29:9;56:12) 

Vs. 5-6 -In the same hour – He had to face the message from God directly.

Fingers of a man’s hand - Obviously the hand of God, as the writing was a judgment from God pronounced upon Babylon. This we will see in Vs 24-28.

Wrote - The finger of God wrote upon the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace. Belshazzar saw the hand and the writing which was for all to see. 
Countenance was changed - This had an immediate reaction upon Belshazzar. It struck so much fear into him that it caused his knees to knock together, a vast change from the drunkenness and revelry of the feast.

Belshazzar could not stand up. He is overwhelmed with fear. God showed himself not by a dream, nor a voice but by fingers.

Near the lamp stand : The nearness of the lamp stand to the writing wall may indicate God’s judgment upon him and Babylon for desecrating the temple vessels.
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