Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Sep 14, 2011

Interpretation of Tree Dream (Daniel 4:19-27)
The king acknowledged that all his wise men in the realm are unable to give him the meaning. He also showed his confidence in Daniel to give the meaning because he knew that the true God is in Daniel.

V.19 - Let not the dream trouble you Belteshazzar - The king wanted to know the answer regardless of good or bad news. Why was Daniel troubled or reluctant to reveal? 

Daniel stated that he wished the dream pertained to the King’s enemies. Could any other man be that bold and courageous before Nebuchadnezzar? 
Daniel was free from the fear of man he was full of love towards man.  He had regard and respect, pity and compassion for the king, a desire not to hide the truth from the king but to reveal the truth that would lead him to repentance and salvation.
V.20 - 22 - The tree that the king had seen in his dream was a description of himself. 

Grown and become strong - It was Babylon, under Nebuchadnezzar, that had grown and become strong. 

V.23 - Now we move on to the interpretation of the second half of the dream.
Decree of the Most High - The decree came from the God of heaven to cut down the tree. 
Just as the tree to be cut down, Nebuchadnezzar to be cut down and driven from the presence of men, and dwell in the fields with the oxen and eat the grass as an ox. He won’t recognize who he is. 

Seven times - Seven years was to pass with Nebuchadnezzar in this position of being a beast of the field. Pronouncing  doom and damnation on sinning humanity is an unpleasant task. There are passages of Scripture we might prefer not to read, expound and enforce, but we must be faithful to God.

Half-truths cannot save the soul. we shall declare the whole truth of God’s Word fearlessly, forcefully and faithfully
V.24 -26- Daniel makes it clear why this dream was given to the king and why he is going to have this experience. Why? Pride. God is going to humble him. Leave the stump of the tree - We see God’s mercy mingled in with His judgment. 
V.27 Renounce your sins by doing what is right This man is disturbed within his own heart and living in sin. Daniel tells him that he needs to turn to God and live a life of righteousness. There is still hope for deliverance. This is God’s final warning to the king. There is hope for every sinner.

These are two marks of genuine conversion. Righteousness that God accepts ( Isa 64:6) can only be accomplished by grace through faith in Christ (Ge 15:6, Ro 4:5).
Questions for Discussion? What is the original sin? What are the deadly sins? What is the Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit?
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