Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Oct 5, 2011

The fingers of a human hand and Daniel’s Witness (Dan 5:5-17)

The sin of Belshazzar was that he used holy things for his own benefit, and not for the use God had intended. 

Vs.5-6 -In the same hour - In the same moment that they began to use the holy vessels to drink wine  and praise their gods, the sentence was pronounced. True and false worship do not mix. He had to face the message from God directly. 2 Cor 6:14.
Fingers of a man’s hand – who’s hand? (John 8:1-11). 

Countenance was changed... This had an immediate reaction upon Belshazzar. 

Looking at the prophecy of Isaiah 21:2-5, we see the same event described by Isaiah. Belshazzar could not stand up. He is overwhelmed with fear. 
Near the lamp stand : The nearness of the lamp stand to the writing wall may indicate God’s judgment upon him and Babylon for desecrating the temple vessels.

Vs-7-9 :  Third ruler in the kingdom - why third and not second? 
The false system fails again.

Greatly troubled... - All the hopes and confidence that he had in his wise men vanished.
Daniel Called in to help ( v.10-17)

Vs.10- Is she Belshazzar’s wife?. 

V.11 –Spirit of the hold gods: the queen seems to remember Nebuchadnezzar’s language (4:8,9,18) and using the same terms to describe Daniel. 

V.12 - He had an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams.

Question for discussion: What made him different from others?

V.13-14 –The king tried to impress Daniel but he was not impressed. God gave Nebuchadnezzar a year to repent(4:28-33) but there was no time for Belshazzar. 

V.15-16- Belshazzar tells Daniel that if he reveals the mystery, he will be made the third ruler in the kingdom.

V.17- It is also noteworthy that Daniel behaved very differently before Belshazzar than he had before Nebuchadnezzar Why such a different reaction to these two pagan kings?  
Keep your gifts (Nebuchadnezzar's similar offer Da 2:6) - Daniel is not interested in the temporal reward from a pagan king, but only desires the eternal reward from the King of kings ( Da 12:11). 
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