Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Oct 19, 2011

Conspiracy against Daniel and Daniel’s devotion to God (Daniel 6:1-10) 

Vs.1-3 - Darius - Persian Empire was represented by the arms of silver in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar. Darius was the first king ruling for only two years. During this time, 538 - 536 B.C..
The reason why Daniel was preferred above the other presidents and princes is given to us here. In him was an excellent spirit. 

Daniel not only had seniority in this group but he had also superiority. 

Conspiracy against Daniel – The plot of the leaders (4-9)

Vs. 4-5:  Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against...  when Daniel was promoted above them, their jealousy peaked. 

But they could find none occasion nor fault – What a remarkable testimony he bore. Daniel’s trustworthiness and godliness were well known that Ezekiel classified Daniel with two ancients, Noah and Job and known for outstanding godly living (Eze 14:14). 

We are instructed in Ecclesiastes 9:10 that “whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might”, and 1 Corinthians 10:31 “whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”

Against him concerning the law of his God - This was to make a law which was contrary to the law of Daniel’s God and enforce it. They themselves could see that he was faithful in serving his God. 
Daniel’s faithfulness is being tested yet again. Daniel was different from the beginning. They knew that Daniel was faithful to God was dependent on him 

Vs. 6-9 - All the presidents...have consulted together - Now this is a lie as Daniel was at the head of them all, but yet not present nor consulted about the matter. It was to deceive the king into thinking that there was no opposition.

How we would react if our government passed a resolution like this?

Cast into the den of lions - If not abided, it was punishable by death, being eaten alive by lions. They had watched Daniel and had seen the faultless character that he had.  It was a Persian way of punishment, unlike the Babylonians, thrown into the furnace

Darius signed the writing - The king was deceived. He saw only that which brought glory and honor to himself, thus he signed the decree without hesitation.

Daniel’ continued devotion to God and Daniel’s prayer

V.10 When Daniel knew that the writing was signed - Daniel knew he had to obey God, no matter what man might command. He purposely disobeyed a human law in order to obey God. Peter says in Acts 5:29 ‘ we are to obey God rather than man. Instead of complaining about the unjust decree , He prayed. In spite of his responsibility as ruler of an empire, he found time to pray 3 times a day.
Went into his house...windows open...toward Jerusalem - why toward Jerusalem? That was the direction of Daniel’s life and he didn’t intend to change because of the decree. Why does Daniel pray three times a day, and bow toward Jerusalem? Should we follow this practice? (1 Kings 8:35-36). 

Knelt down to pray…..three times a day... - 80 years.  Is this our experience in prayer

Discussion: Are Physical Postures important in prayer? 
Rev. Paul Royappa
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