Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Nov 23, 2011

The details of the fourth Kingdom (Daniel 7:19-28)

V.19-20- I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast - It was the 4th beast that caused him anxious. He asked the angel Gabriel. Everything here speaks of power and fierceness. 
Rome crucified Jesus and persecuted the church. Who is this little horn? The little horn is Anti Christ, the man of sin (2 The 2:3-4). 

V.21- The Saints he over powers are the Jews and Gentiles who are saved after the church is raptured out of the world. (Rev 7:1-10; 12:1-6; 13-17)

V.22 - saints possess the kingdom -  The judgment will vindicate God’s people.

Three additional facts are given: 1. He will persecute the saints of the most high 2. He will defeat them and bring them under his authority(Rev 12:13-17). 3 He will be judged by God (Rev 19:19-20)

What happens to the people of God or saints? The people of God meet with intense opposition and persecution at the hands of “the horn”. as a saint of God you can expect to encounter the hostility of the world (John 15:18-21). 
The word ‘Saint’ does not indicate sinlessness. It is used for citizens of God’s kingdom. Paul says - to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be saints (1 Corinthians 1:2)
V.23-Daniel was told that the beast will devour the whole earth (Rev 13:7).

V.24- “The horn” mentioned in this passage represents a final and distinct empire and ruler, the final anti-Christ. We are informed that the horn “will utter words against the Most High
V.25 – The saints will be handed over to his for a time, times and half a time: 3 and half years.. The little horn is a blasphemer . One of the characteristics of anti Christ is that he will war against God and Christ
 What is the final fate of “the horn?” “The horn will finally face the judgment of God and be condemned. He and his entire kingdom will be totally consumed and destroyed, being replaced by the coming of the eternal kingdom of God in its final and glorious manifestation ( Revelation 11:15).
What is the final destiny of “the saints,” the people of the Most High?

V. 27 - The Lord God shall act for His glory and for His saints. As the Lord Jesus assures us in Luke 12:32, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

V. 28 : The response of Daniel : Daniel is still troubled by the enormity of what he has seen. The end of the matter was that God would sit in judgment and take over the Kingdom. As prophesied in the OT (Jere 23:5-6) and Jesus will finally sit on the throne of David and rule.

Discussion :   1. What happens to those who have never heard about Jesus?
                       2. Where did Old Testament believers go when they died?
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