Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Nov 16, 2011

The Ancient of Days and the Son of man( Daniel 7:9-18)

V.9 –Ancient of Days - Who is he? God the Father. This is the sovereign God (Is 43:13; 57:15a). It speaks of His eternal existence. God has always existed
Discussion: Can we see God? Does God have any form? 1 John 4:12; John 4:24.
1. His clothing was as white as snow- This refers to God’s attributes of holiness and righteousness.

2. His hair was like white wool- speaks of his infinite wisdom

3. The Throne was like the fiery flame: This flame signifies God’s fierce and rapid judgments (Rev 4:5)

4. Its wheels were all ablaze: It speaks of the power of God(Eze 1:4-28)

V.10 - A River Of Fire: This is a brilliant manifestation of God's splendor and the fierce heat of His judgment. Isaiah 66:15-15. It speaks of judgment flowing from the throne, and this is the only mention of a river of fire in Scripture. " (Rev. 19:20).  
Thousand and thousands ministered... - These are not sinful beings before the throne ministering, but they are the angels and living creatures as John tells us in Revelation 5:11. They all stood before the throne where the Father sat.

Judgment was set...books were opened –The opened books contain a record of all the sins of the little horn and his followers and will serve as evidence in their judgment ( Rev 20:12-13). In Rev 20, the opening of books refers to a review and judging of one’s stewardship. So God who assigns power to kingdoms will judge those kingdoms.   

V.11. I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking –Tlearly this is a reference to the destruction of the wicked one at the second coming of Christ, (2 Thessalonians 2:8, Revelation 19:19-21

V.12- The other beast had been stripped of their authority but were allowed to live for a period of time....– This was true concerning Babylon, Medo- Persia, Greece and Rome. The Messiah will ultimately overcome the 4th animal. Finally the perfection of a new earth and heaven will come (Rev 21:1)

V.13- One like the son of man - The Son of man is none other than Jesus Christ, Matthew 16:13.This title is frequently used to refer Christ (Mark 8:31; John 1:51). 

Came to the Ancient of days - Note that this is not the second coming of Christ, but the coming of Christ to the Ancient of days/God the Father.

V.14 - Dominion, and glory, and a kingdom –Christ came to God the Father to receive His kingdom, which is an everlasting kingdom that shall not be destroyed nor pass away.  (Mat 24:30; 25:31; Rev 11:15). His rule will be both universal and eternal.

V.15-17-  Daniel was troubled in spirit- Though he had demonstrated the ability to interpret dreams on previous occasions, he could not interpret this one or next on in 8:15. 

I approached one of those standing there and Asked him the truth –  who is this person that makes known to Daniel this vision he had? It could be the angel Gabriel. (8:16; 9:21)

These great beasts - The four great beasts that Daniel saw are symbolic of four kings/kingdoms that shall come upon the world.Lion – Babylon, Bear- Medo – Persia, Leopard – Greece and Rome.

V.18 - But the saints... - The angel now encourages Daniel, When Christ reigns we reign with him. We will not only enter the kingdom of God but will inhabit it forever.
Question: Is prayer to saints or Mary Biblical?
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