Welcome to IMC - Bible Study- Every Wednesday from 7pm to 8.00pm

Wednesday, June 8,2011
The Book of Daniel

By Rev. Paul Royappa

Introduction

1.Background of the Book of Daniel : Daniel is the author – Daniel 12:4 and the Book was written in 537 BC after the Captivity was ended. Daniel was a prophet -Matthew 24:15. The Book is referred to as being the "Book of Revelations" of the Old Testament because both books are apocalyptic. "Apocalyptic" means an unveiling, disclosing or revelation.
2.About the author Daniel : Daniel was born to the royal family and of noble birth (Dan. 1:3-6). He lived to the end of the Captivity and was possibly eighty five when he died.
Daniel's name means, "God is my judge". In Ezekiel 14:14, 20, the righteousness of Daniel is attested to as well as to his wisdom in Ezekiel 28:3.

a. He was a man of Purpose – firm convictions. 1:8; b. He was a man of Prayer – 2:17-23; 6:10; 9:3-17. C. A man of Purity and wisdom. Ezk. 14:14,20; 28:3 
3. Historical Background: Judah was taken into captivity beginning first with an invasion by the Chaldean king, King Nebuchadnezzar. The word "Chaldeans" refers to the Babylonians. 

King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Judah, took all the vessels from the Temple and deported the healthiest of the Hebrews back to Babylonia to be slaves. Daniel was among those taken into captivity. 

4. Why did God punish the people: The reason God allowed this to happen is found in the following passages of Scripture: Jere 25:1-11 and 2 Chronicles 36:14-21. 

(1) Continued idolatry 
(2) They mocked and abused God's messengers,  
(3) They failed to give the land the sabbatical years ( Lev 25).

If Israel had repented God would have forgiven them and they would have been spared this judgment. They refused. Their trust was in human ability and they missed the blessing of God and reaped the destructive result of their sin. 

5. The book of Daniel: Daniel is two separate books, Chapters 1 to 6  describe six incidents in the life of Daniel and his friends and Chapters 7 to 12 are visions and prophecy..

Area’s of Emphasis.A. It is a book that Challenges one to Commitment B. It reveals God’s great Care for His own people C. It tells us about Coming prophetic events.
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Bible Study- June 15, 2011
TRAINING & TESTING THE REMNANT- Daniel 1:1-7
I. Captivity of the hostages by Nebuchadnezzar (Vs1-2)

About Babylon? Babylon occurs in the Bible both with a literal and a figurative meaning. The Bible confirms that the Tower of Babel (Gen 11) and Babylon were both located in Shinar. Matthew 1:11,12,17 , Acts 7:43,1 & Peter 5:13. 

In the Book of Revelation, the city of Babylon is portrayed as the symbol of every kind of evil. 
Jehoiakim reigned from 609-598 B.C. 

a. Why did God deliver Jehoiakim into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar? 2 Chronicles 36:5-8.  
2 Kings 20:16-17 

b. What questions do you suppose must have been raised in the minds of the God’s people at the time of the Babylonian conquest?
c. What important fact is revealed about God in Daniel 1:2: Sovereignty of the Lord. As Christians, let us always remember the blessed truth that our God reigns!

II. Training of the Jewish youth for the king's service (vs.3-7)

Daniel 1:3-5: - Isaiah 39:7- Isaiah prophesy. 
The necessary qualifications were: They must be from the Hebrew nobility; they must be handsome and without physical defect; and they must show an aptitude for a broad range of learning.

Daniel 1:6-7 – ‘Changing of identity’. It was intended to separate or cut off these young men from their Hebrew background and Jehovah. The second purpose was to thoroughly initiate them into the culture and religion of Babylon.
	The Pagan name change ( Hebrew and the chaldean)

	Daniel; God is my judge 
	Belteshazzar; Keeper of the hide treasures of Bel

	Hananiah; Yahweh is gracious
	Shadrach; the command of Aku, moon god

	Mishael; Who is like Yahweh
	Meshach; Who is like Aku(worship of Venus)

	Azariah; Yahweh helps 
	Abednego; Slave of Nebo, the shining fire


He changed their names but could not change their character. 
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Bible Study- June 22,2011
HOW DANIEL REMAINED TRUE TO HIS COMMITMENT -Daniel 1:8-16

1.The first test (1:8)- The test of appetite. Genesis 3:1-3; Matthew 4:3 
Daniel and his three companions were confronted with the temptation to deny Jehovah and become conformed to this world.

Genuine conviction of heart reveals our true commitment, no matter what may be the potential outcome.

How do we react when we are faced with doing things that we know we should not, Do we take a stand for Jesus? 

Question : Can we eat food sacrificed to idols? Romans 14:14; 1 Corinthians 10:25-27;1 Cor 8:4-8 "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it."Acts 15:29 
1 Corinthians 10:20-21.the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with demons. 

Revelation 2:20- Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols
2.How did the chief official respond to Daniel's request? V.9-10 - Their obedience to Gods ways pleased the Lord. Proverbs 16:7. 
The prince of the eunuchs feared the king. Daniel feared God. 
What often keeps you from taking a stand?
3. What did Daniel say to the guard? V.11-13- Daniel set his face like a flint and believed that the Lord would help him.This is a lesson for us in trusting the promises of the Lord, Psalms 56:11; 125:1.
4. What was the result of the test?  V.14-16 
God blessed them with wisdom and knowledge in learning, as He is the author of these. (Proverbs 2:6, James 1:5).

As Daniel made every effort to have their diet changed, having faith in God to open the door of opportunity, so we too are to move forward by faith.  Daniel and his friends may be ‘Stranded in Babylon’, but  they are not of the world. 
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Bible Study- June 29, 2011
Passing the Test and Rewards for an uncompromising life -Daniel 1:17-21

V.17 : Daniel had wisdom, knowledge and understanding : God blessed them with wisdom and knowledge in learning (Proverbs 2:6, James 1:5; Daniel 4:9 Daniel 5:11-14;  10:1; Genesis 41:8-15; Numbers 12:6; 2 Chronicles 26:5 ; Ezekiel 28
As Daniel made every effort to have their diet changed, having faith in God to open the door of opportunity, so too are we to move forward by faith. Blessed is the man who trusts in Him. (Psalms 34:8)
Visions & dreams were used by God in the Old Testament and New Testament to demonstrate his will to his people. 
Question: What is the purpose of visions and dreams?
V.18- Now at the end of the days -At the end of three years; which was the time appointed for their education, and when they were to be brought before the king for his examination and approbation 
V.19-20- And the king communed with them- The king questioned them and found that none were of the capabilities of Daniel and his friends, for they were 10 times wiser. 
Why were they wiser? Because the Lord blessed them with wisdom and this wisdom was a reward for their faithfulness/obedience to God. (Proverbs 2:7; 10:31) 
Better than magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom: The ability God gave Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, & Azariah may have been demonstrated in  competitions with other youths, for such was common in that time period.  But God condemned these means to gain revelation (Deut 18:10-12; Rev 21:8).

V. 21. Daniel continued unto  the first year of Cyrus. Daniel actually lived beyond the first year of Cyrus. Daniel 10:1 . He lived during the gloomy days of  the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar till the glorious days of the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem by  Cyrus (Ezra 1:1-4). God’s divine favour kept him healthier and stronger than the compromisers who ate the king’s dainty and defiled food.
Spiritual lesson: The uncompromising life brings many blessings into our lives while compromise deprives us of God’s favour and blessings.  Are we standing true to God come what may. May we be inspired by this chapter to make a more earnest effort to serve the Lord so that we too can have the peace and blessings of God bestowed upon us.
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Bible Study- July 6, 2011
NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM & GOD'S PLAN

 Mysterious dream beyond the wisdom of this world (Daniel 2: 1-13)

V.1- Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. This dream troubled him to the point of where he could no longer sleep. God speaks to each of us as he was trying to speak to Nebuchadnezzar, but we do not always hear His voice. 
Nebuchadnezzar was one the conquerors in human history. Even though he was a great conqueror and afraid of no one, he was still fearful. His dreams made him fearful. 
V.2 - The king calls upon his trusted interpreters to show him his dream
Magicians - They practiced superstitious rights and ceremonies of fortune tellers
Astrologers - They foretell the future events by the study of the stars.
Sorcerers – they hold communication with the dead.
Chaldeans - These were a sect of Philosophers, similar to the magicians and astrologers, 

What is God's opinion of these kinds of "experts?" Deuteronomy 18:9-12.
V.3 -  What before is called dreams is here expressed in the singular, a dream; one dream, though it contained  various things; From a human point of view this was impossible because no one, not even angles can read the thoughts of men.

V.4-  Aramaic, a Semitic language used widely in the ancient Near East, was used by Jews. The term Aramaic is derived from Aram, a grandson of Noah. Aramaic is a three thousand year old language. Between about 700-320 B.C, Aramaic held a position similar to that occupied by English today. Jesus and his disciples spoke and wrote in Aramaic. 
V.5-9- The king gives them an ultimatum. We can see that the king is desperate for the understanding. Nebuchadnezzar figured that if God gave him the dream then God would give him the interpretation of the dream through someone, but he didn't know who. 
V. 10-11 They claim that it is unreasonable of the king to ask such a thing of any man. The only person, they say, that can is the gods whose dwelling is not with flesh. 

Satan cannot read the thoughts of any person. Besides the fact that Satan does not have the ability to create life, he is also unable to read your mind.

 
V.12-13 - The king sees the falsehood of their claims and became very furious. He ordered the wise men of Babylon to be destroyed, Daniel and his friends included. This shows that sometimes we are placed at a disadvantage because of other people’s decisions and actions, when it is no fault of our own. 
But “we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose.” Romans 8:28.

Questions for discussion: 1. "Should a Christian consult horoscopes?"
                                            2."What is the Christian view of yoga?
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Bible Study- July 13, 2011

Daniel's understanding to interpret the dream & Praising God (Daniel 2: 14-20)

Vs.14-15 - Why is the decree so hasty and Why were Daniel and his friends not consulted before the decree for the execution of all was issued?  

V.16. The king granted "time" to Daniel : Though he did not give time to the Chaldeans, he gave time to Daniel. 
Vs.17-18. Daniel’s act right after given time:  He wanted to engage his friends to join him in prayer to God to reveal the dream to him.
The power of united prayer ( Matthew 18:19; Acts 12:5-12; Esther 4:15)
V.19. God’s answer to fervent prayer: David said in Ps 34: 4- I sought the Lord he answered me
Make sure you have people around you that you can ask to pray in times of trial. 
Daniel showed great faith in a faithful God. 
Daniel is certainly a great example to us today.
 
V.20. Daniel responded to God's goodness by praising God
a. What is praise? Praise is expressing His worth to us. Who he is?
2 Samuel 22:50; 1 Chronicles 16:9 
b. Who should praise? Psalm 150:6  

c. Why should we praise? Isaiah 43:19-23, Revelation 4:11Psalm 48:1-Because it is beneficial for us. Psalm 135:3 Praise changes the spiritual climate.
d. When should we praise God? Psalm 34:1  

e. How should we praise ? Psalm 9:1;  Psalm 150:2-5 
f. What God can do through praise?. Acts 16:25-30, About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God No power on earth could do this, but with God, all things are possible. Praise damages the devil's plans. 
Rev. Paul Royappa
July 13’11- IMC- BS-6
  
Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- July 20, 2011

God reveals the secrets and Daniel approaches the King- Daniel 2:21-30

21. God changes times . . . seasons : (Ecclesiastes 3:1 , Acts 1:7 , 1 Thessalonians 5:1 ). The  times and seasons are not regulated by chance or fate, as the heathen thought, but by God. 
What is the meaning of Psalms 90:4 and 2 Peter 3:8? For a thousand years in your sight  are like a day…….Moses focuses on God’s timelessness. His point is that time has no meaning with God. 

Not only of day and night, summer and winter, and times and seasons of prosperity and adversity; but all the changes and revolutions in states and kingdoms, in all times and ages, are from him

He sets up kings, and deposes them; removed kings--( Job 12:18 , Psalms 75:6-7, Jeremiah 27:5; compare       1 Samuel 2:7-:8 ). He is King of kings, and Lord of lords; the beginning and the end, the Alpha and Omega. Rev 22:12

22. God knows everything: knows what is in . . . darkness--( Psalms 139:11 -12 , Hebrews 4:13). light  dwells with him-- 1 John 1:4; John 1:7-9; 3:19; 8:12; 9:5; John 12:35; John 12:46  

23. Daniel ascribes all the glory to God.  I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God my fathers. His ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to whom God had made promises, and revealed his secrets in time past, and still continued his favours to Daniel
Daniel offers up this wonderful word of praise. God gets the glory. God doesn't 'need' anything. He is self sufficient. So what can we give Him? only our praise and our lives. Daniel also understood that God gives 'wisdom to the wise' and 'knowledge to the discerning'. 
Job 12:13-23 is a similar passage to Daniel 2:19-23. Verse 22 of Job 12 tells us 'He reveals the deep things of darkness and brings deep shadows into the light.'
 
In our lives the pressure is always on but God knows what lies in the darkness. We need to commit like Daniel all things unto the one who holds our lives in His hands. He sees the end from the beginning.  He reveals deep and hidden things. And He gives wisdom and power to those in need. 
Vs - 24-25 - Because the matter was revealed to Daniel he went unto Arioch, chief of the executioners, and told him not to destroy the wise men, but to bring him in before the king so he could give him the interpretation. So the wise men were saved because of the man of God. The reason why the wicked gain security is because of the presence of the righteous, Genesis 18:26-33,
why did Arioch say he found Daniel, rather than Daniel came to him? 

Arioch approaches the king with pride, for he states that he has found a man to give the king the interpretation. Daniel had already seen the king v16, but Arioch is striving for honour from the king to gain promotion, totally opposite from the character of Daniel.

Why did Daniel not let the pagan wise men of Babylon be killed?  Daniel had no hatred towards them. 
Vs. 26-28 - Daniel is very careful to make sure that only the true God gets the glory for revealing the mystery surrounding the dream. We also have to be careful to make sure that it is God who gets the glory for our lives and actions. As Paul said, 'we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord.' (2 Cor 4:5)
Firstly he points out the false religion of the wise men, astrologers, magicians, and soothsayers that could not show the king anything, reaffirming in the king’s mind that he cannot put his trust in their system of religion. 

Secondly  he witnesses to the king about the true God in heaven that can reveal the secrets of the king’s heart and make known unto him the matter, for the king was thinking of future events

 V.29. Daniel again humbly states that it was not because of any wisdom that he has, but for the sake of the righteous ones that were going to give the interpretation to the king and that the king may know the thoughts of his heart.

V.30. Q: In Dan 2:30, why was Daniel so careful to make it clear this wisdom was not from him, but straight from God? In a society where people and lifeless images were worshipped for various reasons, Daniel wanted to make sure to communicate that it was God who should be praised here, and not Daniel. 

Question for discussion: Why do non- Christians and the wicked prosper?
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