Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Jan 25, 2012

Daniel's confession and persistent, promise-based prayer (Daniel 9: 1-9)

V.1&2 - Daniel 5:30-31- Darius rules in thw Chaldean province after the fall of the Babylonian empire – 538 BC. Daniel was about 85 years of age. 
Daniel had been studying the book of Jeremiah, (Jeremiah 29:10, 14; 25:11-13) 
The overthrow of the Babylonia kingdom by the Medo- Persians prepared the way for liberation of the Jews who had been in exile since Nebuchadnezzar’s first invasion of Jerusalem in 605 BC. 
I, Daniel, understood from the scriptures: Not the devotionals. Not the commentaries. Scriptures refer to Jeremiah’s letter . We notice that the factor that brought Daniel to this prayer was his study of the word of God.  A study of God’s word and prayer is the formula for determining will of God. Remember that Daniel was in an important position of leadership under Darius (Da 6:1-2), but his "busyness" did not lead to "barrenness" (spiritually speaking) for it did not prevent him from serious Bible study and prayer (Da 6:10 - "three times a day"!).  
What about our study of God’s word everyday? 

V.3 – Prayer and supplication:  He uses the kind of prayer prescribed by Solomon in his prayer at the dedication of the temple. I Kings 8:47-48 His study of the Scripture led him to turn to God and pray a prayer of confession. Daniel demonstrated persistence in prayer. Daniel associated with his people. He did not consider himself to be above others in righteousness. 
How do we come before the Father when we pray to Him?

V.4 –His confession was according to God’s promises. Great and dreadful awesome God: God’s greatness and dreadfulness show his power. God’s promise includes his covenant of mercy (Eze 36:22-23) to sinful man which is possible only because of his grace. He is feared for his justice but trusted for his mercy.

It is by his mercy we have been brought to this present moment. It is by his mercy he saves us (Lam 3;22). He is gracious but he expects us to obey.

V.5-6: Daniel noted that blessing dependence on obedience for God keeps his covenant of love with all who love him and obey him. Even a covenant people cannot be blessed if they disobey.

Sinned…..   Committed iniquity….  Act wickedly …..Rebelled…..  Turning aside……..  He is specific in his confession. He writes them all down. We need to come to him in open confession.
How do we confess?
V.7- 8 –God’s discipline did not mean that he had withheld mercy and forgiveness from his people but it meant that He being righteous, must punish people’s rebellion and disobedience.

V.9-10- Mercies and forgiveness- God’s mercy had been unfolded towards Israel in countless ways. From God’s goodness flow god’s mercies and from his mercies, forgiveness
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