Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Jan 18, 2012

The vision interpreted to  Daniel by Gabriel (Daniel 8: 15-27)
V. 15-16 : Daniel was diligent in his search for the understanding of the vision.
Gabriel – This was Gabriel’s first appearance in Scripture.  Luke 1:19 & 26. He was sent to give understanding of the vision to Daniel. The only other angel named in Scripture is Michael. 

Discussion : 1. "What does the Bible say about angels?"

                     2. "Who is the angel of the Lord?"
Revelation 12:7-9 says that Michael and his host of angels will defeat Satan and cast him out of heaven in the middle of the Tribulation.
17-20-  At the time of the end shall the vision be : The vision was not to be in Daniel’s time. The vision is about the events that would take place in the future. 

There will a time of wrath because of God’s displeasure against the Jews for their sins. Yet they are given comfort in knowing that sufferings will not last forever (9:27, 11:27, 35,36; 12:7; Hab 2:3)

Gabriel first interpreted the meaning of the two horned ram (3-7). This animal represented Media and Persia.  The shaggy goat represents the King of Greece who was depicted in 7: 6 as the winged leopard. The single horn represented Greece’s fist king, Alexander (11:3).
21-24:  The king of fierce, wicked and stern faced king was  Antiochus. He invaded Egypt and ruled Syria from 175 BC until his death 165BC.  

He burned Jerusalem and killing thousands of Jews. The Jews were ordered to offer unclean sacrifices and to eat pig’s flesh or be penalized by death. This man was demon possessed. 

In this respect he is picture of Anti Christ. Mat 24:24. 
V.25- But he was broken without hand that is by God himself. He died strangely while on an expedition to Persia. God will not permit such blasphemous pride. 
From Antiochus certain facts can be learned about the beast in Rev 13.
1. He will achieve great power by subduing others

2. He will rise to power by promising false security

3. He will be intelligent and persuasive

4. He will be controlled by another that is Satan

5. He will be an adversary of Israle

6. He will rise up in opposition to the prince of princes

7. He rule will be terminated by divine judgment

No one can oppose God and escape punishment. Only God rules forever. Eze 1:25-28.

V.26-27 – seal up the vision – this vision was not be understood for the present. It concerns the future.

He was sick due to the shock of the divine visitation.

He had foreseen events but he had no idea when they would take place. God only knows the future. 
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