Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Feb 1, 2012

The Prayer of Daniel (Daniel 9:11-19)

Daniel was a man of prayer. His prayer in this passage gives us the pattern of prayer. 

V.11- God’s covenant curses were against Israel for their disobedience (Lev 26:14-39; Deu 27:15-26; 28:15-68; 29)

Question: "What does the Bible say about breaking generational curses?"

Exodus 20:5; 34:7;Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 5:9

The cure for generational curses is _________________

V.12 – You have fulfilled your words: Israel’s punishment(Lam 1:12) proves that God’s words are not just warnings. The curse declared comes from the curses declared by God to Moses if the people did not obey God  

V.13 – Yet we have not sought the favour of God: Despite God’s punishment, Israel still has not learned repentance (Is 9:13; Jer 5:3; Hos 7:10). 

V.14- God is righteous in everything he does: True repentance recognizes God’s righteousness, instead of complaining that the punishment is too severe (Neh 9:33; Job 36:3; Ps 51:4; Lam 3:39-42). Daniel contrasts God’s goodness with Israel’s sin. 

Daniel’s attitude is the proper attitude that each of us should take as we approach God in prayer. God will never forsake us if we cling to his mercies.

Question: "Why was Moses not allowed to enter the Promised Land?"

Numbers 20:8
V.15 – the escape from Egypt is a proof to everyone that the Israelites are God’s covenant people

V.16- God promises mercy to those who trust in him (Ps 31:1; 143:1). Who keeps His covenant and loving kindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments (Ex 20:6, 34:6, 7, Dt 5:10, 7:9, 10) - Loving kindness is found some 241 times in the OT.
V.17-18 - The restoration of Israel was not deserved, but it was an act of grace of God’s part. What is the ground of Daniel request for forgiveness and return to Jerusalem. 

Daniel asked God to reverse the situation for the sake of God’s glory alone..God is righteous when he extends his mercy to us because Christ has fully paid all the penalty for our sins. Rom 3:26

V. 19 – For your sake- it is the strongest plea for mercy (Jer 14:21). He asks God to hear because of who he is and what he has promised. 
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