Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Feb 15, 2012

Daniel vision of heavenly messenger( Dan 10:1-11)

V.1-3-   Daniel, named by Nebuchadnezzar, Belteshazzar, was an old man by the time God gave him this vision which occurred in 536 B.C. Cyrus issued a decree for the Jews to return to the holy land two years earlier in 538 B.C.  Some returned that same year with Zerubbabel.  They reintroduced the sacrifices in 537 B.C. (Ezra 3:6) and began to rebuild the temple in 536 B.C. (Ezra 3:8). 

Daniel did not return to the holy land with his people.  He served Babylon until the first year of Cyrus (538 B.C., 1:21).  Daniel was probably in his mid-eighties at this time and in retirement. 
The message was true, and it concerned a great war: Daniel 10 sets the stage for the spectacular prophecy of Daniel 11, which describes a time of great persecution and testing for the people of Israel.
Daniel had been praying, mourning and fasting for 3 weeks during the third year of King Cyrus’s reign. he abstained from choice food, meat and wine and waited on God in prayer concerning his people’s destiny. What was the cause of his mourning? 

Concentration in prayer provides a suitable environment for effective prayer. As Daniel gave his all in prayer, we should “purpose in our heart” that we should not defile ourselves with anything outside the will of God (1:8).  We seek the will of God, nothing more, nothing less, nothing else. 

The heavenly messenger (4-11)

V.4-6– The time was the 24th of Nisan. April 24. Standing by Tigris River. The great river of Assyria as the Euphrates of Syria and the Nile of Egypt.

The description of this person is strikingly similar to the description of the Lord Jesus in Revelation 1:12-15. Daniel alone saw this vision of Christ, because the other men that were with him fled from the great fear that came upon them. 
The Effect of this Appearance on Daniel

V.7-9- Both Daniel and Paul saw the Lord Jesus and heard His voice, but the others only experienced the great quaking. 

Daniel’s  reaction to the vision is so overwhelming. Even Daniel, being a godly man, saw his utter unworthiness in the presence of divinity.  Daniel was left alone. This is the wonderful experience of Daniel. In Gen 32:24 – Jacob was alone with God. Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah and Paul had an encounter with God alone. 
Solitude is a place where we meet God. Have you ever been alone with God? 

V.10-11- A hand now touches Daniel and places him upon his hands and knees. 

The experience is an overwhelming one for Daniel being about 89 years of age. 

we find that it is Gabriel who is sent. (Luke 1:19, Daniel 8:16-19; 9:21-23) So it is Gabriel that touched him and now is speaking to him.
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