Indiranagar Methodist Church
Bible Study- August 3, 2011
The interpretation of the fourth Kingdom and the rock and Daniel’s promotion 
(Daniel 2: 41-49)

Vs. 41-43 - Feet of Iron Mixed With Clay: This entire picture is not a healthy one as far as the king is concerned.. God is telling the king what would happen in future ? Nebuchadnezzar saw that his own kingdom would fall one day and be replaced by Medes and Persians Dan 5:30-31. 
There is a deterioration from one kingdom to another, each is inferior to its predecessor. Human civilization is getting cheaper and weaker. The value of life is decreasing. The toes represent ten divisions in the Roman empire at the time it was destroyed. Clay and iron do not blend together. 

What is the strength of democracy? Law. What is its weakness? Human nature. We are seeing today that lawlessness comes when human nature refuses to be bound by God’s order and laws.


V.44& 45-The crushing Stone : This is the kingdom to be established by the "rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands".This Messiah, the Rock, will destroy all earthly empires and will rule the final kingdom of righteousness with the saints.  When Christ comes back to the earth it will be to conquer the nations (Rev 19:1-21) and to establish his own glory. Zec 14:1-3; Joel 3:2, 9-16; Is 34:1-8. 
Ps. 118:22; Isa. 28:16; Matt. 21:42-44; He is the rock, the living stone (Deu 32:4, 15; 2 Samuel 22:32-34). To those who believe, He is a precious stone. But for those who reject Jesus, He is a rock of offense that will crush them. He will establish a permanent kingdom - with a new heavens and a new earth. That kingdom will last for all eternity. More about these things in chapter seven of the book of Daniel.
Vs. 46-47 – Nebuchadnezzar worshiped the  God of heaven: The king was overwhelmed with the accuracy of Daniel’s exposition of the dream and interpretation. 
Did the King worship Daniel and did Daniel accept his worship? He worshiped the God of Daniel by showing respect to his spokesman. 
Others who refused worship : Peter – Acts 10:25-26; Paul and Barnabas – Acts 14:13-15; Rev 22:8-9
Question for Discussion : How should we worship God? .
"What is the meaning of Christian worship in Spirit and in truth?" John 4:23-24

Psalm 51:11 ; Matthew 5:3 ; Mark 14:38 Rom 8:16 
Worship in spirit is all about God with us. It is about being indwelt with the Holy God in our spirit 

Vs.48-49 – Daniel was elevated: Nebuchadnezzar has a momentary conversion, but the seed that was planted into his heart was choked by his own pride and ambition, as we will see in the next chapter. 

Daniel does not forget his companions. Here, once again, do we see the unselfishness of the godly life of Daniel. God places people in the appropriate positions as He did with Joseph down in Egypt. Genesis 50:20. 
When we purpose in our heart to honor God, He will bless and reward us and will lift us up as He did with Daniel.
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