Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- Wednesday, August 31, 2011
DIVINE PROTECTION FOR THE FAITHFUL DURING PERSECUTION   (Daniel 3: 19-30)
V.19-20 - Nebuchadnezzar was furious - we must remember that the world and the god of this world hate whatever and whoever God loves. 

Seven times hotter  Seven expresses the great intensity of the heat. Was it necessary? NO. It reveals what was in his heart. Hatred and anger
Discussion on How to deal with anger? James 1:19-20; Mat 5:21-26;Eph 4:26
V.22-23 - Most mighty men - The flames destroyed the mightiest men as they threw them in. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell bound into the fiery furnace.

24-25 - The king was astonished - Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? 

I see four men- This was an open furnace. The flames did not scorch them. (Is 43:2-4). Here we see that the God of nature can control his creation when he wants to control. He uses his creation to serve his purpose. 

Fourth is like the Son of God - The Lord did not forget His own. Who is he? The son of God, the pre- incarnate Christ.

The events recorded here are a historical incidents but we should also note that it is a prophetic picture of the Great Tribulation period. The fiery furnace represents the suffering that will occur during the great tribulation. The king represents the beast out of the sea, the antichrist. This image represents the abomination of the desolation of which the Lord spoke. These 3 Hebrew men represent the remnant.

We may be in the fire. But he is with us. (John 16:33 you will have tribulation but trust in me)

V.26-27 - Fire had no power: the fire did not touch them. Fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (Is 43:2). God alone is a consuming fire (Heb 12:29). The fact that this has been significant to the King. His god Nebo (Fire god) was shown to be subservient to the God of Shadrach.

Came forth of the midst of the fire – They were untouched by the fire, even to the point that not a thing even smelt of the fire. But the mightiest men were slain by the fire. 

28-30 : Nebuchadnezzar recognizes the omnipotence of God. He testifies that their God is superior to his. The king therefore reinstates them into their positions in the kingdom of Babylon. Dead idols are impotent but the living God is omnipotent. 

Application: We need to always stand true to God even in the face of troubles and death, and obey God rather than man. If we do, God will honour us as He did. There is a reward that awaits those who stand for the truth. We need not be frightened by the troubles because  persecution purifies and preserves the true children of God; it revives our faith 
Psalms 27:1-3: The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? 

No matter what fire you are facing, God will always see you through. Be strengthened by the presence of the Lord through the fire and then expect the miraculous at all times. 
Rev. Paul Royappa
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THOU PASSEST THROUGH!.....
 When thou passest through the waters,
Deep the waves may be, and cold, 
But Jehovah is our Refuge, 
And His promise is our hold;
For the Lord Himself hath said it -
He, the faithful God, and true -
"When thou comest to the waters, 
Thou shalt not go down, but through!"
 Seas of sorrow, seas of trial, 
Bitterest anguish, fiercest pain, 
Rolling surges of temptation
Sweeping over heart and brain -
They shall never overflow us, 
For we know His Word is true; 
All His waves and all His billows
He will lead us safely through!
 Threat'ning breakers of destruction, 
Doubt's insidious undertow
Shall not sink us, shall not drag us
Out to ocean depths of woe;
For His promise shall sustain us, 
Praise the Lord, whose Word is true! 
We shall not go down, nor under, 
For He saith, "thou passest through!"
By Annie Johnson Flint
