Indiranagar Methodist Church

Bible Study- August 10, 2011

Erection of the image (Daniel 3: 1-7)
V.1 – King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold - The impression and the fear of the dream in chapter 2 had gone. Is 46:6. It may have been of Bel or Nebo, his personal god, god of fire.
Discussion: Why did the king set up this image? What did he really have in mind in making this image? The image was 27.43 meters by 2.74 meters.

Plain of Dura- Dura is approximately 41 kilometers south east of Babylon. Dura was a province/district of Babylon.

V.2-3 - Nebuchadnezzar organized the dedication in a very big way. He summoned eight categories of officials and this suggest that the image was intended to symbolic of the empire and its unity under the king’s authority. Idolaters are generally very committed to there religion. What about us?

V.4-6 - All kinds of music, everyone fall down and worship - The people were forced to worship this image. True worship is an expression of the heart and it cannot be forced. Music can be used rightly or wrongly. We need to be careful in the type of music we listen to because of the influence it can have over a person, even more so in worshiping God. 

Satan and music? Ezekiel 28:12-19 and Isaiah 14:12-15. Satan was the “anointed cherubim” (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8).
"Who is Satan? Satan was created as a holy angel. Isaiah 14:12 possibly gives Satan’s pre-fall name as Lucifer. 1 Timothy 3:6. Satan’s pride led to his fall. heaven.
Satan became the ruler of this world and the prince of the power of the air (John 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2). He is an accuser (Revelation 12:10), a tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5), and a deceiver (Genesis 3; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Revelation 20:3). His very name means “adversary” and “slanderer.” Even though he was cast out of heaven, he still seeks to elevate his throne above God. Satan is the ultimate source behind every false cult and world religion. But Satan’s destiny is sealed—an eternity in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10).
Not all music, secular or not, is inherently evil. “what kind of music I’m listening to?” “what kind of music my kids are listening to?”
Burning fiery furnace –If the music was no help in preparing the people to worship the image, Nebuchadnezzar had furnace to force people. 
V.7 Everyone fell down - Because of the death penalty, when the people heard the music they all bowed down and worshiped the image. They feared man not the god of Nebuchadnezzar.

Questions for discussion: 1.Why didn't God  destroy Satan?

	                                              2. Did God create Lucifer with the seed of sin in his heart?

	 


                                                          3.Where was Satan confined when he was cast out of 

                                                              heaven? 
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